
AIM
Surgical experience is a crucial part of surgical
specialty training. Worldwide, there are
limited publications on case volume and its
changes in pediatric surgery residency. This
study aimed to analyze case volume
characteristics and changes in our clinic over
30 years.

METHOD
Data on surgeries performed by the 
Department of Pediatric Surgery at Gazi
University in the years 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 
2010, 2015, and 2020 were collected to 
represent a 30-year period. The analysis 
includes the type of case (routine/specialized), 
whether it was elective or emergency, open or
endoscopic, as well as the title of the primary 
surgeon, and if a resident was the primary 
surgeon, their level of seniority.

RESULTS
The most common procedures were inguinal 
hernia repair at 17.3% (1119 cases),
circumcision at 16% (1038 cases),
Appendectomy at 11%(713 cases), orchiopexy
at 6.8% (439 cases), and hydrocelectomy at
4.9% (320 cases).

Faculty members performed elective surgeries 
more frequently than emergency ones, 
specialized cases more often than routine 
cases, and used endoscopic methods more 
frequently than residents(p<.001).
As residency seniority increased, the frequency 
of performing specialized cases, using 
endoscopic techniques, and operating on
0elective cases (compared to emergencies) 
also increased (p<.001).Of the cases performed 
by residents, 10.4% (359 cases) were
conducted by 0-1 year residents, 20.8% (719 
cases) by 1-2 year residents, 14% (482 cases) 
by 2-3 year residents, 22.7% (784 cases) by 3-4 
year residents, and 32.1% (1108 cases) by 4-5 
year residents.

CONCLUSION
Due to the nature of pediatric surgery, there is a significant diversity of specialized 
cases. However, the low number of each individual specialized case per center 
presents a major limitation for resident training.
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